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Community To Help Build Valley Teen A Home

February 1, 2005

A community project is in the works for a special Valley teen.  The project is called Casey's House. 

It's designed to change Casey Whitson's way of life, thanks to a Valley association and you. 

Beyond the grass and dirt in a south Huntsville neighborhood...past the tractors and newly constructed homes, is a community project in the works for a special valley teen. 

"Six to seven months ago a committee decided to do a project for the Whitson family, a remodeling of the Whitson home," said John Allen, a member of the Huntsville-Madison County Builders Association and construction manager for Southern Construction and Design, Inc.

It was supposed to be remodeling a home for 18-year old Casey Whitson who is a quadriplegic.  He was hit by a drunk driver two years ago while on vacation. 

"Our house doesn't accommodate him at all, especially in the bathroom thought if we could get that he'd have a place for a shower and not sponge bath," said his mother, Cindy Christopher.

The remodeling project has since turned into a brand new house--one that will likely be super-insulated, made of concrete from the ground up, with wider doorways --rooms where Casey can do his physical therapy and be more comfortable. 

"Both houses have steps leading to other rooms and everything. Casey is a big part of our life and we don't want him confined to one room," she said, speaking of her house and Kim Whitson's home, Casey's father.

A 5.6 million dollar settlement the Whitson's won last month helps make the project possible. But the Huntsville Madison County Builders Association is asking for the community to chip in and lend a helping hand. 

"We are asking for help from a labor standpoint, materials, anybody who wants to help with the project," said Allen.  "The more we spend on care vs. sticks and bricks the better off the project will be for the family," he said. 

Groundbreaking for the project is in six weeks. For more information contact the Huntsville Madison County Builders Association at 256-536-2602 or email Caseyshouse@southern-construction.com 
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